TruCut needle biopsy in sarcoidosis. Relationship between histology of the biopsy specimens and radiographic features and pulmonary function.
Ninety-nine TruCut needle biopsies were performed on 92 patients with sarcoidosis. Non-caseating granulomas were found in 77 of 92 patients (84%) and in 78 of 99 biopsies (79%). Granulomas were found in 67% of patients showing only slight radiographic opacity (ILO classification grades 0/0-1/1) and in 90% of patients with higher radiographic grades (ILO 1/2-3/3). There was also a positive relationship between the size of the biopsy specimen and the presence of granulomas. Granulomas were found in 68% of small biopsy specimens and in 90% of moderate or large specimens.